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the most trying circumstances, and the fact that there
had been no trouble during Abd-el-Krira's invasion
except in the north, testified to the sure foundations on
which he had built so splendid an edifice For so many
years the Republic had been accustomed to his making
bricks without straw, that his services, both before and
during the Riff war, were not appreciated at their true
worth No one has questioned the real greatness of his
commanding and many-sided genius. He was the most
successful of all the French Colonial Administrators,
and it is little short of a tragedy that like Dupleix he
should have been treated HI a manner unworthy of a
great and polite people
Meanwhile Marshal Petam's plans began to materi-
alize The thrust into the Beni Zeroual developed
favourably, and the Spaniards prepared to effect a
landing at Alhucemas An operation conducted from
the sea with marked efficiency had resulted in the
capture of Alcazar Soreir on the Anjera coast on
January 30th; now a blow was to be aimed at the heart
of the Riff Operations of this kind entail an enormous
amount of careful preparation Exceedingly difficult
even with an efficient and well-organized army, as we
discovered to our cost during the landing at the Dar-
danelles, the terrible risks run in such a venture when
undertaken by an army whose training is indifferent
and whose morale has been badly shaken by a senes of
unprecedented reverses, must have appalled every one.
No one realized these things better than the Marques de
Estella, on whom all the responsibility rested. Never
had he displayed more indomitable courage. A reverse
here would have ruined Marshal Petain's whole strate-
gic conception, and dealt a blow, that might well have
been a final ones to Spanish arms.
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